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U.S. Civil War 

ÅConfederate troops fired on Fort Sumter in Charleston 
South Carolina, April 12, 1861 
ÅRobert E. Lee surrendered to Ulysses S. Grant at 

Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865 
ÅIt remains the deadliest war in American history, an 

estimated 750,000 soldiers and an undetermined 
number of civilian casualties.  
ÅHistorian John Huddleston estimates the death toll at 

ten percent of all Northern males 20ς45 years old, and 
30 percent of all Southern white males aged 18ς40. 
ÅThe South had better generals: Robert E. Lee of Virginia 
ÅThe North had industrial power, sheer numbers 

 
25 Feb 2013 2 



Prelude 

ά! ƘƻǳǎŜ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǎǘŀƴŘΦ L 
believe this government cannot endure, 
permanently half slave and half free. I do not 
expect the Union to be dissolved ς I do not expect 
the house to fall ς but I do expect it will cease to be 
divided. It will become all one thing, or all the 
ƻǘƘŜǊΦέ 

ÅAbraham Lincoln, House Divided Speech, State 
Republican Convention, Springfield, Illinois, July 
1858 
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Causes of secession (from Wikipedia) 
Å The causes of the Civil War were complex, and have been controversial since the 

war began. The issue has been further complicated by historical revisionists, who 
have tried to improve the image of the South by lessening the role of slavery.[7] 
Slavery was the central source of escalating political tension in the 1850s.  

Å The Republican Party was determined to prevent any spread of slavery, and many 
Southern leaders had threatened secession if the Republican candidate, Lincoln, 
won the 1860 election. Following Lincoln's victory, many Southern whites felt that 
disunion had become their only option. 

Å While not all Southerners saw themselves as fighting to preserve slavery, most of 
the officers and over a third of the rank and file in Lee's army had close family 
ties to slavery. To Northerners, in contrast, the motivation was primarily to 
preserve the Union, not to abolish slavery.[8]  

Å Abraham Lincoln consistently made preserving the Union the central goal of the 
war, though he increasingly saw slavery as a crucial issue and made ending it an 
additional goal.[9]  

Å Lincoln's decision to issue the Emancipation Proclamation angered both Peace 
Democrats ("Copperheads") and War Democrats, but energized most 
Republicans.[10] By warning that free blacks would flood the North, Democrats 
made gains in the 1862 elections, but they did not gain control of Congress.  

Å The Republicans' counterargument that slavery was the mainstay of the enemy 
steadily gained support, with the Democrats losing decisively in the 1863 elections 
in Ohio when they tried to resurrect anti-black sentiment. 
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U.S. Civil War 

ÅElection of 1860 the spark for the tinder keg 
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Jefferson Davis 
statue in U.S. 
Capitol, President 
of the Confederate 
States of America 



Slavery in the Territories 

ÅTerritories would eventually become states, with two 
senators. 

ÅThe South reasoned that if the territories were free, the 
states would be free and would eventually vote to ban 
slavery. They were already outnumbered in the House by 
ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΤ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻƴƭȅ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƘƻǇŜ ǿŀǎ 
enough slave states with votes in the Senate.  

ÅThe South wanted to extend the Mason-Dixon line west to 
the Territories, or at least let the territories decide. 

ÅMissouri Compromise, Bleeding Kansas, etc.  
ÅMost northerners believed slavery was wrong and wanted 

to prevent its spread.  
ÅRadical abolitionists wanted to abolish it at all costs.  
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Fort Sumter, Charleston, SC 
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Charleston, Paris of the South 
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Customs House 

City Market & Horse-drawn Carriage 

Charleston Row-House and Horseless Carriage 



Charleston: War Between the States 
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Cannon that 
Defended Charleston 

Calhoun Statue 

Confederate Defenders 
of Charleston 

Some still call it the War 
of Northern Aggression 



Gettysburg a Turning Point 

ÅOne of the few battles fought in the North 

ÅNot the bloodiest (Antietam was) but with 
Vicksburg perhaps the turning point 

Å50,000 casualties between North & South 
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Gettysburg: June 30-July 3, 1863 
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Other Weapons 

Gettysburg Diorama 

Rifles of Gettysburg 



Strategy and Artillery 
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Outdoors on the Quiet Fields 



The Guns are Silent 
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Tourist and Statue enjoy the 
view from Cemetery Ridge, 
where the Sharpshooters held 
the best military position Monument to Lincoln from Kentuckians 



Re-Enactors Volunteering their Time 
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{ƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ 
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