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Agenda

ÅWelcome, Introductions of Attendees (10 
minutes)

ÅIntroduction to USA Melting Pot ςWeilou Gao 
(10 minutes)

ÅThe Current Situation in Ukraine ςJerry Benge
(20 minutes)

ÅPanel Discussion with Question and Answer ς
Jerry & Kelli Benge, Yuri Peric, Borys
Potapenko and Olena Palyvoda(80 minutes)
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WeilouGao, Club President

ÅHometowns: Troy, Michigan; Taiyuan, China

ÅEducation: BSME Xi'an JiaotongUniversity 
MSME Penn State 

Å12 year pro currently doing finite element 
analysis of crankshafts at GM Powertrain

ÅLived in Troy since 2004 

ÅU.S. citizen since 2010

ÅStarted voting since becoming a citizen

ÅMarried in January 2013
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USA Melting Pot Purpose

ÅTo build bridges between all ethnic groups

ÅTo celebrate all cultural backgrounds, 
including American culture

ÅTo serve the communities where we live and 
work

414 Feb 2014

New purpose added 25 Oct 13 
after teamGMwork day



Open Windows & Build Bridges
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Multi -culturalism emphasizes 
differences and builds walls 
between people groups

We emphasize common 
ground and focus on building 
and crossing bridges
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Growing Club with a 
Global Footprint

ÅMonthly meetings 

ï~12 cultures & several hobbies at Troy Public Library 
since May 2012 

ï8 Lunch & Learns at GM Powertrain (Croatia, India, 
/ƘƛƴŀΣ CŀǊƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀΣ .ǊŀȊƛƭΣ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ !ǳǘƻ LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΣ 
Korea, Bicycling)

ïPicnic at Troy Historic Village August 2012 

ïteamGMwork day at Grace Centers of Hope, Sept 2013

ÅCheck out USAmeltingpot.org website for past 
presentations, interesting articles
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http://USAmeltingpot.org
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Club gets a 
percent of 
Amazon 
purchases 
through 
link on our 
website!

Contact marcus@USAmeltingpot.orgto register 
ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ Ǉƻǎǘ 
events, articles or comment on posts.

Common phrases in other languages

Description 
of logo, 
club values, 
etc.

Check for 
new 
updates

Hope to see 
you 
Saturday!

Troy City Council 
Oct 21

mailto:marcus@USAmeltingpot.org
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FanghuiShi ς
Chinese culture

Bill Hughes ς
Bicycle touring

Bob PaullςBike 
gearing & 
Michigander 
bicycle tour

Canadian Rick Vriesen, 
November 2012

Gettysburg Reenactor

Civil War Panel 
Discussion Feb 2013

Local Canoeing Places

Ajay Pandey, 
India

Troy City Council 
Oct 21: Past 
Library Meetings



Hometown Connections
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Boris, Irina & Yuri ς
The Trio with St. 
Petersburg Roots

DiwakarKrishnaiahfrom 
Bangalore/Rochester Hills 
and SreedharPatil from 
Bangalore, India

Allan Zhao from Beijing, 
China / Troy
and Cherng-Chi Chang from 
Taiwan / Troy

teamGMwork 
day Sept 12, 
2013

Troy City Council 
Oct 21



Future Lunch & Learns
Monthly meeting at GMPT Pontiac on second Friday of the month 
11:15-11:45Michigan time
June 13 meeting: Camping ςDale Murrish

Hiking in Grand Canyon ςJim Day
Tune in via WebEx:
http://usameltingpot.org/category/meeting-invitation/

Sign attendance sheet if interested in a raffle for a free ticket to August 2 Milford 
Proving Grounds Dream (Bicycle) Ride. Club will donate two tickets after our July 
Lunch & Learn. Or email Weilou@USAMeltingpot.orgto sign up for raffle. 
See website for more:
http:// USAmeltingpot.org

Club philosophy and past activities are summarized here:
http://usameltingpot.org/usa-melting-pot-club-update-to-troy-city-council/

http://usameltingpot.org/updates-of-usameltingpot-2/

Please make your Amazon purchases through the link 
on our website!19 May 2014 10

http://usameltingpot.org/category/meeting-invitation/
mailto:Weilou@USAMeltingpot.org
http://usameltingpot.org/
http://usameltingpot.org/usa-melting-pot-club-update-to-troy-city-council/
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Jerry Bengebio
ÅHometowns ςIndianapolis, IN; Muncie, IN; Sterling Heights, 

MI, Kyiv, Ukraine.

ÅEducation: B.A; M.A.; Master of Divinity, Bob Jones 
University.

ÅMember of the Association of Certified Biblical Counselors.

Å27 years pastor, three years instructor in Pastoral 
Leadership at Kyiv Theological Seminary. Spent two 
decades training pastors in the U.S., Jamaica, Russia, and 
Ukraine.

ÅHobbies: Collecting /listening to music; spending time with 
our grandkids; cardiovascular exercise; learning Russian.
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Dale Murrish bio
ÅHometowns ςHighland, Indiana; Troy, Michigan

ÅBSME, MSME ςPurdue University

Å29 year pro, currently analysis engineer at GM 
Powertrain ςcrankshafts, piston pins

Å2 summers bicycle touring in Europe: 1981, 
1984 (visited Yugoslavia & Hungary)

ÅCooped at Caterpillar Tractor Co. ςlast session 
was Summer 1982 during pipeline embargo

ÅHobbies: bicycling, travel, photography, writing

ÅSecretary of USA Melting Pot club
19 May 2014 12



Yuri Peric bio

ÅHometowns: St. Petersburg, Split, Zagreb, Toronto, 
Rochester Hills in MI.
ÅBSME, MSME, University of Zagreb, Mechanical 

Engineering.
Å15 years with shipyard Split, 11 years with Dana 

Co. and Magna International in Toronto, two years 
with GM Powertrain in MI.
ÅHobbies: Hiking, Swimming, Tennis and Dancing.
ÅHas visited so far several European countries; 

Ontario and Manitoba in Canada.
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Borys Potapenko bio
Å Native Michiganianςhometown Detroit, resident of Troy, MI.
Å M.A. in Political Science from Long Island University in New York City.  
Å Holds a United Nations Graduate Advanced Certificate from the Institute 

for the Study of International Organizations at Long Island University.
Å Vice President, International Council in Support of Ukraine.
Å Executive Director, League of Ukrainian Canadians.
Å Member, Canada Ukraine Committee (CUC) at the Canadian Foreign 

Ministry.
Å Advisor to Congressional Ukrainian Caucus at the U.S. Congress.
Å Board Member and former President, Ukrainian Congress Committee of 

America (UCCA) Michigan Chapter and Advisor to UCCA National 
Executive.

Å Former Representative to the United Nations for the World Congress of 
Free Ukrainians and, subsequently, Ukrainian World Congress.

Å Former Senior Advisor to the Permanent Mission of the Republic of 
Indonesia to the United Nations and to the Association of South East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN). 
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OlenaPalyvodabio
Å Hometowns ςLviv, Ukraine; Gliwice, Poland; Troy, MI, USA
Å Education-Ph.D. (Medical Science), Maria Sklodowska-Curie 

Memorial Cancer Center and Institute of Oncology (Gliwice, 
Poland); B.S/M.S. (Biochemistry), LvivState University, Lviv, Ukraine

Å Current occupation: Assistant Professor/Research, Wayne State 
University;  Adjunct Professor, Lawrence Technological University, 
Southfield, Michigan, USA

Å Connection to Ukraine:  Vice President of the Ukrainian American 
Civic Committee of Metropolitan Detroit, President of the 
Shevchenko Scientific Society, Detroit chapter, board member of 
the Ukrainian American Chamber of Commerce, New Wave 
(Organization of recent immigrants from Ukraine) and Ukrainian 
SelfrelianceMichigan Federal Credit Union  

Å Hobbies: downhill skiing, golfing, dancing, swimming
Å Has many professional and personal contacts in Europe in Ukraine, 

Poland and other European countries and Canada. Professional 
experience in Ukrainian Diaspora Professional Organizations in USA 
.  
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Pictures of the event

ÅPhoto Credit Antonio Cruz
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Welcome and 
Audience 
Introductions
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Club President Weilou Gao introduces USA Melting Pot club
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Introduction of main speaker Jerry Benge
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Jerry Benge 
& Barricades 
slide from 
Maidan
protests
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Panelists OlenaPalyvoda, Jerry Benge, BorysPotapenko, Yuri Peric
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Q&A for Panelists OlenaPalyvoda, Jerry Benge, BorysPotapenko, 
Yuri Peric
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Taking notes on panel discussion: OlenaPalyvoda, Jerry Benge, 
BorysPotapenko, Yuri Peric



Backup
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The new melting pot philosophy

ÅOriginal melting pot idea was to learn American 
culture and become homogeneous, deliberately 
losing your ethnic identity

ÅCommon view today is multi-culturalism, which 
celebrates separate ethnic identities instead of 
mingling: salad bowl metaphor

ÅNew improved philosophy is in between:
ïLearn about the USA and celebrate your ethnic heritage

ïAmerican first, treat all people equally regardless of 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ from

2621 Oct 2013



USA Melting Pot Secondary Purposes

ÅHelp newcomers and visitors learn about the 
USA and mingle with all ethnic groups

ÅProvide travel information

ÅConnect existing cultural groups

ÅProvide a forum for conversational English

ÅEncourage face to face dialogue in our 
increasingly technology-dependent world

2723 August 2013



Why the sports-style bios?

ÅEvery kid dreams of playing pro sports or 
being a rock star. Very few get to do that. 

ÅLǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŘǊŜŀƳǎ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
backup plan.

ÅOur group respects all honest work, regardless 
of formal education. 

ÅEveryone should be treated the same 
ǊŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǊ Ƙƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ 
their ancestors have been here. 

28 June 2012 28



Club members at City Council Meeting
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Weilou Gao, Dale Murrish, Troy Community Affairs Director Cindy Stewart, 
Retiring Council Member Maureen McGinnis, Yuri Peric, Jeremy Demarest. 
Not pictured: Antonio Cruz, Diwakar Krishnaiah, SreedharPatil
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Importance of Phrase USA China Brazil UK Germany Canada Italy

Language(s) English Mandarin, Cantonese, many other regional languagesPortuguese English German English (77%), French (Quebec dialect)
Italian

1a Excuse me Dui Bu Qi Com licença,  /  Desculpa (if you did something wrong, or bumped into someone)Entschuldigung Pardon Scusi

1b Do you speak English? Shuo ying-wen? Você fala Inglês Sprechen Sie Englisch?Parlez-vous anglais?Parla inglese?

2 Thank you (very much) Xie Xie (muito) Obrigado Dankeschön Merci beaucoupGrazie mille, grazie molto, grazie tante (thank you so much)

3

Hello (give greeting for Good 

morning and Good Day, 

Evening & Night if they have it.) Ni Hao ("You good" literally) Olá  (or Oi )  Guten Tag. Guten Morgen. Guten Abend. Gute Nacht.Bon jour, Bonne Nuit

Ciao - 

informal

Buongiorn

4 Please Qing Por favor Bitte si'l vous plaîtPer favore

5 Yes / No Shi / Bu Shi Sim / Não Ja / nein Oui / non

6 You're welcome Bu Ke Qi Não há de que / De nada / Por nadaBitteschön Je vous en pris

7 I don't understand Wo Bu Dong Eu não entendo Ich habe nicht verstanden.Je ne comprend pas

8 Goodbye formal/informal Zai Jian Adeus / Tchau or Até Auf Wiedersehen / TschüssAu revior / a tout a l'heureArrivederci / Ciao

9 Two beers, please. Liang Bei Pi Jiu Duas cervejas, por favor. Zwei Bier, bitte Deux biere, si'l vous plaît   

10 Where is the bathroom? 

(for disposal of the beer!) Ce Suo Zai Na Li? Onde fica o banheiro Wo ist das Badezimmer?Ou est la WC (double-vay-tsay)Dov'è il bagno?

11 Have a nice trip! Lv Tu Yu Kuai Boa Viagem! Gute Reise! Bon Voyage!

Can you repeat that, please? Chong Fu Yi Bian Hao Ma?Você pode repetir, por favor?Bitte wiederholen Repetez, si'l vous plaît?

Slowly and clearly, please. Qing Man Yi Dian Devagar e claro, por favor. Langsam und deutlich, bitte

My name isé Wo De Ming Zi Shi Meu nome é Ich heisse... Je m'appelleé

Best regards, (use to sign emails) Zhu Yi Qie Shun Li Meus cumprimentos Viele Grüße,  Cordiali saluti,

The numbers, one to ten: one, two, yi, er, san, si, wu, liu, um, dois, três, eins, zwei, drei, un, deux, 

Smiles have no language barrier! Knowing a few words in the language of the country you are visiting really helps, especially in countries where not many people speak the language. I met a lady in Sweden who was tickled pink (very surprised & pleased) that I knew how to say "Tack så mycket." (thank you very much) She excitedly told several people: "Hey, he knows how to say 'Tack så mycket.'"

Have a good/nice day Pin-Yin Latin alphabet

Pronunciation Rules Differing 

from English i = ee a=  ah (open mouth like A-merica)z = ts

ou = oh e= v = f

ao = ow i= e w = v

x = sh o= just O (from O-hio) ei = i

Shuo = sure ão = aowm ie = e

Qi = chee etc.

Melting Pot Travel Spreadsheet
Troy City Council 
Oct 21



12 Sept 2013 31
Assisting the Miracle on Seneca Street, USA Melting Pot 
club members & friends, teamGMwork day Sept 12, 2013

Troy City Council 
Oct 21


